FILMING THE FLIGHT
After being asleep for what seemed a couple of minutes, we
would be wakened by a noise like someone hammering on a
copper saucepan. It was a family of birds known locally as the
"coppersmiths," who occupied a tree at our corner of the
verandah, and considered four-thirty an appropriate time for
choir practice. Again I would look at the sky and wonder
whether it was cloud or just night that made the sky so black.
My doubts would be settled by seeing a faint wisp of cloud
go by between the house-top and the tree at alarming speed,
although there was not a breath of wind at ground-level. Then
"Charly" would be heard shuffling along the verandah with
morning tea.
"Chota hazri, master," he would say, "Not clouding to-day.
I say, God bless my master."
This would wake Bonnett who greeted the dawn with
another: "Well... well... weU ... well!"
So began a new day, and another disastrous prediction from
Gupta would send us off into the bush to look for filmable
subjects that we had not already "shot to ribbons." On a few
days, baulked by circumstances of my desire to use the aero-
planes for purely film purposes, I managed to dragoon the
members of the flight into playing scenes in which they appeared
in the full regalia of heated suits, helmets and goggles. As these
manoeuvres were carried out on the burning plains of India,
instead of the rare and refreshing altitudes for which these
feather-bed boiler-suits were designed, I was surprised at the
docility with which they consented to play after the first
occasion. From a later experience of my own, I am astonished
that they did not collapse with apoplexy.
But even this activity was presently denied to us, for, by
what I then regarded as a Machiavellian stratagem, it was
decided that the heated suits could not be further worn for
practice purposes, since constant donning and doffing might
damage die electrical circuits that carried the heating currents.
At length there came a day when the Calcutta weather
forecast was less gloomy than usual and the word went round
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